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Nomination of William Graham Walker To Be United States
Ambassador to Argentina
May 8, 1992

The President today announced his inten-
tion to nominate William Graham Walker,
of Maryland, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador to Argentina. He
would succeed Terence A. Todman.

Ambassador Walker served as the U.S.
Ambassador to El Salvador, 1988–92. Prior
to this, he served at the Department of
State as a Deputy Assistant Secretary in the
Office of Inter-American Affairs 1985–88;

Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Em-
bassy in La Paz, Bolivia, 1982–84; and as
Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Em-
bassy in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, 1980–82.

Ambassador Walker graduated from the
University of California at Los Angeles
(B.A., 1960). He was born June 1, 1935,
in Kearney, NJ. Ambassador Walker is mar-
ried, has four children, and resides in Rock-
ville, MD.

Radio Address to the Nation on the President’s Visit to Los Angeles,
California
May 9, 1992

Less than 24 hours ago, I returned from
Los Angeles. And today I’d like to use this
opportunity to report in on what I saw and
what I heard.

By now, each one of us has seen images
of hate and horror we won’t soon forget.
But what I saw during my time in Los An-
geles, even in the hardest hit parts of south
central L.A., should give us all cause for
hope. Everywhere, the people I talked with
told me about the acts of individual hero-
ism, about the extraordinary courage of or-
dinary people. Some braved the gangs of
looters to form bucket brigades to put out
fires when the fire trucks couldn’t get
through. Some stood against the angry
mobs, reached across the barrier of color
to save lives. Many of these aren’t the sto-
ries you’ll see on the first 2 minutes of the
nightly news, but they are the stories that
tell us the power of simple human decency.

I went to L.A. to meet with community
leaders, to get firsthand information as to
how best the Federal Government could
speed the recovery. Part of it is to provide,
as we’re doing now, Federal funds to help
shopowners get their businesses open again,
funds to help the people who lost jobs when

the places they worked were burned out.
But beyond this immediate emergency as-
sistance, I set out a broader agenda, a
means of bringing hope and opportunity to
our inner cities.

First, we’ve got to preserve order, keep
the peace, because families can’t thrive,
children can’t learn, jobs can’t flourish in
a climate of fear.

Second, we must spark an economic re-
vival in urban America. And that means es-
tablishing enterprise zones in our cities and
reform of our welfare system to help people
with individual initiative work and save.

Third, we’ve got to revolutionize Amer-
ican education. That’s why we’ve built our
America 2000 strategy around innovations
like choice, competition, and community ac-
tion. Children in our inner cities deserve
the same opportunities that kids in our sub-
urbs have.

Four, we must promote new hope
through homeownership. And that’s the aim
behind my HOPE initiative, to give the least
advantaged among us a stake in their neigh-
borhood by turning public housing tenants
into homeowners.

At every turn during my time in Los An-



736

May 9 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

geles, I heard people talking about the prin-
ciples that guide these initiatives: personal
responsibility, opportunity, ownership, inde-
pendence, dignity.

I can already hear some of the critics out
there. They’ll say, ‘‘Well, you’ve proposed
all this before.’’ That’s true. They’re right.
But now it’s time to act on these proposals,
time to try something new. My first order
of business now that I am back in Washing-
ton is to build a bipartisan effort in support
of immediate action on this agenda.

So far I have spoken about what Govern-
ment can do. Now let me talk about what
society must do, because Government alone
cannot create the scale and energy needed
to transform the lives of people in need.
All over America, people have already found
the answers for themselves, and they’re tak-
ing action to make things better. You can
find them everywhere, even in south central
L.A. I met a man there named Lou
Dantzler, a bear of a man who runs the
Challengers Boys and Girls Club. He start-
ed it out in the back of an old pickup truck
with a group of kids who wanted to get

off the streets. And today, across from a
burned-out block in south central L.A., the
Boys and Girls Club stands unscarred. No,
it wasn’t a miracle that the building was
left standing. The real miracle is what goes
on inside. It’s a place kids can go to get
the concern and the love they need, a place
where people care.

That’s why guaranteeing a hopeful future
for the children of our cities is about a lot
more than rebuilding burned-out buildings.
It’s about building a new American commu-
nity.

This I know: We have the strength and
spirit in our Government, in our commu-
nities, and in ourselves to transform Amer-
ica into the Nation we have dreamed of
for generations.

Thank you for listening. And may God
bless the United States of America.

Note: The President spoke at 9:03 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. The
address was broadcast live on nationwide
radio.

Message to the Senate Returning Without Approval the
Congressional Campaign Spending Limit and Election Reform Act
of 1992
May 9, 1992

To the Senate of the United States:
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval S. 3, the ‘‘Congressional Campaign
Spending Limit and Election Reform Act
of 1992.’’ The current campaign finance sys-
tem is seriously flawed. For 3 years I have
called on the Congress to overhaul our cam-
paign finance system in order to reduce the
influence of special interests, to restore the
influence of individuals and political parties,
and to reduce the unfair advantages of in-
cumbency. S. 3 would not accomplish any
of these objectives. In addition to perpetuat-
ing the corrupting influence of special inter-
ests and the imbalance between challengers
and incumbents, S. 3 would limit political
speech protected by the First Amendment
and inevitably lead to a raid on the Treasury

to pay for the Act’s elaborate scheme of
public subsidies.

In 1989, I proposed comprehensive cam-
paign finance reform legislation to reduce
the influence of special interests and the
powers of incumbency. My proposal would
abolish political action committees (PACs)
subsidized by corporations, unions, and
trade associations. It would protect statu-
torily the political rights of American work-
ers, implementing the Supreme Court’s de-
cision in Communications Workers v. Beck.
It would curtail leadership PACs. It would
virtually prohibit the practice of bundling.
It would require the full disclosure of all
soft money expenditures by political parties
and by corporations and unions. It would
restrict the taxpayer-financed franking
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